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John 8:12, "I am the light of the world; whoever follows me 
will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life"



DIOCESAN PRESIDENT Sylvia Taylor

VICE PRESIDENTS: Kim Darby & Edwin Catt

FINANCE: Celia Richardson

GENERAL TRUSTEES: Jenny Banks, Liz Newhouse

& Kate Pearmain

All this day, O Lord,

let me touch as many lives as possible for thee;
and every life I touch,

do thou by thy spirit quicken, whether through the word I speak, 
the prayer I breathe, or the life I live. Amen.

For the MU Guildford office please contact Administrator Lesley 

Templeman via e-mail guildford.mothersunion@gmail.com.

‘Mothers’ Union Guildford Diocese’ is also on Facebook to follow.
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As you read this magazine, we shall all 
be occupied with thoughts and plans for 
Christmas celebrations, but as trustees, 
we are already looking further ahead to 
2026 -  a momentous year for Mothers’ 
Union. 


The 150th anniversary of the charity will 
be marked by a very special Lady Day 
Eucharist at the Cathedral in March and we also hope to 
have a celebratory tea party for members later in the 
summer.


Nationally the Anniversary will be marked by a service of 
Evensong at St Paul’s Cathedral on Wednesday 10 June 
2026 and a special Annual Gathering in Westminster the 
following day. You can find out more by using the link: 
www.mothersunion.org/event/150-celebratory-service/  


Internationally there is to be a Global Gathering in Durban, 
South Africa from 30 September to 3 October, drawing in 
members from around the world.


Please pray for all those involved in planning and organising 
these events and do please consider attending if you can. 


Please also let the trustees know of any special events that 
you are thinking of holding locally to celebrate 150 years of 
Mothers’ Union work and witness.


I wish you and your families a very peaceful and blessed 
Christmas and New Year.


Sylvia Taylor  

WELCOME FROM DIOCESAN PRESIDENT SYLVIA TAYLOR 

rst magazine of 

riennium and a new MU 

http://www.mothersunion.org/event/150-celebratory-service/


This was such an interesting, exciting day which I felt so blessed to be 
part of. The hall was full and there was an energising buzz of meetings 
and greetings - old friends and new. I’ve attended many General 
meetings over the 50 years of my membership, most of them run by 
Mary Sumner House Staff. They have been good but this, completely 
organised by Antonia Wilson, was equally successful and a great joy for 
those of us who were there from Dioceses as far spread as Derby, 
Lichfield, Coventry, St Eds and Ips, Peterborough, Canterbury, 
Southwark, Exeter, Truro, Gloucester and all points in-between! 

We started and ended with comments and greetings from our Provincial 
President Comfort Fearon, there were reports from all four Clusters of 
Dioceses giving encouraging news of their work and their plans, our 
Zone Trustee Julia Jameson read a lesson 
in the Eucharist, our Provincial Chaplain 
Rev Roxanne Eversleigh preached and 
Bishop Jo Bailey Wells led the service, 
WWP Kathleen Snow zoomed in from 
Canada and Parabbable Puppets 
entertained us in a very thought 
provoking way. 

I travelled there on Friday so I could 
enjoy the evening dinners with MU 
members and be fresh and ready for the 10 o'clock start. Many came by 
train and car on the Saturday morning and were welcomed into the car 
park and the hall, with coffee and cheerful local members. I particularly 
enjoy meeting friends from the past and making new MU buddies at 
these sort of occasions. I talked long and happily on Friday evening with 
new friends Susan from Chelmsford and Jeannette from Peterborough, 
was supported and helped by Kathryn our past Provincial President and 
her husband Andy on Saturday morning and my friend from Lichfield, 
Rosemary, sat with Diana and Dorothea our own Guildford lot and was 
brought home to Ashtead by Kim and Liz from my own branch. That's 
what MU events have proved to be like in my experience. 

The highlight of the day was the presentation by The Right Reverend Jo 
Bailey Wells, Deputy Secretary General of the Anglican Communion 

OXFORD 2025: PROVINCIAL GATHERING by Trish Brown



and Bishop of Episcopal Ministry. She chose three places she travelled 
to recently to highlight the work of women around our communion, 
from South America, Democratic Republic of Congo and other 
Francophone Countries and Sri Lanka. There was so much in her talk 
but I have picked out what she called the three levels of calling of 
women and particularly the MU: 


1. Gathering women of faith for fellowship and learning in retreats etc.


2. Tackling poverty and community involvement for women and 
families.


3. Leading and supporting specific areas of church life. 


So many encouraging words for us as women and members of this 
great organisation. She finished with points that she has noticed, 
calling it "from 30,000 feet”!!


1. God calls and women respond without a fuss.


2. The gift of community, sharing where we gain confidence.


3. The way women are able to connect, to implement, to host and to 
hold the space for things to happen.


4. The church and community tend to depend and rely on us but often 
fail to acknowledge and affirm.


5. There is laughter, colour, creativity and RISK!


6. Women are active where the diversity of our communion is most 
extreme.


In Iran the church is growing fast at the kitchen table.


Gosh there is so much more I could tell you about the day. Come 
yourselves next time. Don't miss out. SHOUT out about the MU stop 
whispering. As our Provincial President told us: perhaps we have been 
in hiding for the past 150 years. Maybe now is the time to blow our own 
trumpets loudly for the next 150. In order to do that we need to be 
knowledgeable about all that we do and see happening, be passionate 
and excited.  Book in to St Paul's at 5 o'clock on the 10th June 2026, 
the Emmanuel Centre on the 11th at 10. 30 and maybe even Durban in 
October. https://www.mothersunion.org/event/150-celebratory-service/ 
I will see you there. With love, Trish Brown.


https://www.mothersunion.org/event/150-celebratory-service/


The September service was prepared by Jo Farrah-Astrop from 
Newdigate Branch, Dorking Deanery and Avril Shipton from Christ 
Church Epsom, Epsom Deanery. The service included a meditation on a 
famous painting which has connections to St Mary the Virgin, West 
Ewell Church in the Epsom Deanery. Our theme was “Join us and Join 
in as we spread the Light of Jesus”. 

William Holman Hunt born in 1827, was baptised at St Mary the Virgin 
Church in Ewell which is in Epsom Deanery. His 
uncle lived nearby at Rectory Farm and was a 
Church Warden at St Mary’s. 

As an artist Holman Hunt was a foundational 
figure in the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood and 
became known for his vivid realism, rich 
symbolism, and intense attention to detail.  He 
and fellow artists often stayed with his uncle in 
Ewell searching the countryside for inspiration 
around the farm and the Hogsmill chalk stream.  

Holman made several Biblical paintings and felt 
he had a “Divine Command” from God to 
illustrate the Bible verse in Revelation chapter 3 
verse 20. 

” Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come into him, and will sup with him and he with me” 

He chose a door close to St Mary’s church for his painting and revisited 
it by moonlight to accurately capture the scene. When the painting was 
exhibited, it was described by fellow artist Ruskin as “One of the very 
noblest works of sacred art ever produced”. Many photographs and 
engravings were circulated, and the painting given to Keble College 
Oxford.   

THE MOTHERS’ UNION PILGRIMAGE OF PRAYER SERVICE  

REFLECTION ON HOLMAN HUNT’S PAINTING  

“THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”  



However, Holman wanted the painting and its message to be more 
accessible, 20 years later he created a new version twice as large, with 
the scripture added on the frame so that the viewer could associate and 
contemplate the image with Jesus’ words in mind.   

This painting was taken on a world tour and finally hung in St Paul’s 
Cathedral on public display. It was thought to be the most viewed 
artwork of its time, with reproductions in thousands of homes and 
schools. 

We gather in quiet, in stillness, opening ourselves to prayer. 
Before us is Holman Hunt’s painting The Light of the World. 
Let us allow our eyes and our hearts to rest on it. 
(Pause for reflection.) 

We see Christ standing at a door. 
He wears a crown of gentle light. 
A lantern glows in His hand. The night is dark around Him, yet His light 
is steady, soft, unshaken. 
He raises His hand to knock. 
(Pause for reflection.) 

The door is old, overgrown, tangled with ivy and thorns. 
It has not been opened in a long time. A door long closed. 
There is no handle on the outside. 
It can only be opened from within. 
(Pause for reflection.) 

And still Jesus waits. 
He does not force His way in. 
He stands there, patient, steady, holding His light. 
His gaze is fixed on the door, and on you. 
(Pause for reflection.) 

What is this door for you? 
Perhaps it is the door of your heart. 
Perhaps it is the door of some hidden place within your life— 
a place long closed, a place tangled with weeds. 
(Pause for reflection.) 

MEDITATION ON HUNT’S PAINTING: “THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”



Listen now, in the quiet: 

Can you hear the knock? 
It is gentle. 
It is not rushed. 
It comes with love and longing. 
(Pause for reflection.) 

Christ does not demand. 
He invites. 
“Behold, I stand at the door and 
knock. 
If anyone hears my voice and opens 
the door, I will come in and eat with 
them, and they with me.” 
(Pause for reflection.) 

What would it mean for you to open 
the door? 
To let in the warmth, the light, the 
presence of Christ? 
What would it mean to share a meal 
with Him, 
to walk with Him, 
to let His light fall on the hidden 
places of your life? Rest for a 
moment with that invitation. Let it 
sink deep. Open the door, if you will. 
(Pause and reflect.) 

As we sit with this painting, pray 
quietly in your hearts with me; 
Lord Jesus, Light of the World, 
you wait at the door of our hearts. 
Give us the courage to open to you. 
Shine your light into our darkness. 
Bring warmth, healing, and peace. 
Come in, Lord, and stay with us. 
Amen. 



RUNNING THE LONDON MARATHON by member Alice Field


I’ve raised £1,494 - 60% of my target! I crossed the finish line in 6 
hours 46 minutes. It wasn’t the time I’d hoped for as I was aiming for 5 
hours, but around mile 15-16, I think I pulled a muscle which made the 
rest of the race much tougher. Despite that, I’m so proud I managed to 
finish. 

Running a marathon has always been on my bucket list. During Covid, I 
started my running journey with Couch to 5K, and last year, with two 
years left before hitting half a century, I decided it was time to challenge 
myself. 

I signed up to run for Samaritans, a charity very close to my heart as I 
work for them. I’ve seen first-hand how hard it can be for people in 
ethnic minority community, especially women, to reach out for help. 
We’re so often taught to be strong, to just keep going, and to keep our 
struggles to ourselves. Mental health is still a taboo subject in many of 
our communities and that needs to change. 

That’s why I wanted to raise awareness - to remind people it’s okay to 
reach out when life feels heavy. There’s no shame in asking for 
help. Samaritans has over 20,000 trained volunteers ready to listen 
and support you, any time, without judgment. 

At Samaritans, we believe in tomorrow. And together, we can save lives. 
Call 116, 123 free any time, day or night. 

Thank you, Alice Field 

At our July Branch meeting we were 
pleased to welcome Jenny Banks 
who is the Trustee with 
responsibility for safeguarding.  We 
started with some hot drinks and 
homemade cake, and an 
opportunity to buy raffle tickets.  

BRANCH NEWS: OTTERSHAW

LYNE: SAFEGUARDING



Following the Mothers’ Union Prayer, Jenny spoke on the topic of 'From 
Angel to Trustee '. This included information about safeguarding, and 
certainly gave us food for thought! 

We later drew the raffle and raised £41 for the 'Summer of Hope' 
Appeal. We were very grateful to Jenny for highlighting important 
safeguarding issues and would certainly recommend that other 
branches have a similar input from her. Judy Snell 

Some of our members help to run our 
church Mother & Toddler group and we 
gave them some sunflower seeds to grow. 
The children enjoyed watering them and 
watching them grow. They have donated 
£100 to the Summer of Hope Appeal. 
Diana Dunford 

In July we hosted our annual summer tea party to 
which members of the branches in the 
Leatherhead deanery were invited.  We had 
visitors from Oxshott, Ashtead, Leatherhead and 
Bookham. 

The theme for the afternoon was “My Favourite 
Things”. After the visitors were welcomed, we joined 
together in singing several songs from The Sound of 
Music – the words having been provided!  We then shared 
our “favourite things”, which varied considerably.  Amongst 
them were grandchildren, pets, a piece of jewellery given 
by a son and a special book. One guest had written a 
poem based on the song from The Sound of Music. 

A raffle was held which raised £75 for the Summer of Hope 
Appeal. We even had some sunflowers on view!!! 

CAMBERLEY ST PAUL: SUMMER OF HOPE 

COBHAM SUMMER PARTY



Before tea, we sang a grace to the tune of Edelweiss.    During tea 
everyone was invited to take part in a quiz entitled " Food for Thought”. 

It was with sadness that we wished one of our members, Mary Hart, 
goodbye as she was leaving Cobham to move to Hinchley Wood.  Mary 
had been a faithful member for many years and had served as a 
committee member and branch leader and will be greatly missed. 
Jenny Vickers 

The 90th anniversary of the founding of the 
Mothers' Union branch in Lightwater was 
celebrated on 9th August, Mary Sumner 
Day, with a special afternoon tea for 
members and supporters. An exhibition of 
items from the archives proved very 
interesting, especially photos from quite a 
few years ago. 


Eight members received Long Service 
certificates from Diocesan Trustee Jenny 
Banks - each a member of the Mothers' 
Union for more than 25 years and totalling 
268 years' membership between them! Congratulations to Valerie 
Barnard, Chris Bray, Glenys 
Lewis, Daphne Harris, 
Penelope Mullens, Norma 
Newman, Pam Newman and 
Bev Winter. A splendid raffle 
raised a total of £234 which 
will go to help Mothers' Union 
projects in the Diocese. 


Finally, we were entertained in 
a medley of songs from 
musicals with which we were 
all encouraged to join in. We look forward to the centenary celebration!  
Pam Newman


LIGHTWATER 90TH ANNIVERSARY



New Haw Branch have recently donated £150 to 
the MU Disasters Fund.  The money was raised 
during our monthly meetings and some of the 
donation came from a recent social evening when 
we enjoyed a bring and share supper and were 
well entertained by the talented Rod and Mike on 
their acoustic guitars. Margaret Broad 

 

MEMBER LUCASTA GRAYSON REFLECTS ON THE QUIET DAY 
AND PILGRIMAGE OF PRAYER 

For our June meeting we attended the MU Quiet Day.  A group of 5 of 
us made our way to the tiny village of Peper Harow, south of 
Guildford.  It was a bit of a trek but well worth the journey.  The views as 
we approached the village were stunning and the church itself was 
wonderful.   As we walked in we were 
impressed by how light and bright 
everything looked.  We later discovered 
that the church was subject to a terrible fire 
in 2007 and had recently been lovingly 
restored to its former glory.  It was a great 
location for a quiet day. 

We were led by Gertrude Sollars who is a 
Spiritual Director. The theme of the day 
was the Holy Spirit and we were 
encouraged to use the quiet time in a variety of ways to consider the 
power of the Holy Spirit in our lives. As someone who struggles to be 
still, I knew this would be a challenge. The place did weave its magic 
though and we were able to relax into the stillness. We all left feeling 
revived and energised by the experience and keen to do this again, 
although next time it would be nice to do it somewhere closer to home. 

WALTON-ON-THE-HILL

ALL SAINTS, NEW HAW FUNDRAISING 



For our September meeting a small group of us 
attended the Pilgrimage of Prayer at the 
Cathedral.  The service was led by the Epsom 
and Dorking Deaneries.  We were asked to 
assist with the planning and provided the 
intercessions.   The service used the Holman 
Hunt painting  ‘The Light of the World” as its 
focus and the Lady Chapel was full with 
members from across the diocese. It was my 
first time in the Cathedral and I was amazed by 
the simple majesty of the building and the 
sense of peace and tranquility there. Following the service there was 
plenty of time for chat over lunch in the cafe and the opportunity for 
browsing in the Cathedral shop. Karen Rand. 

At our monthly meeting in April one of our 
congregation at St Nicolas Parish Church 
came to give a presentation on the “Wonders 
of the Universe”. An enthralling vision into 
God’s creation.  

We held an Open Coffee Morning in May, to 
which many friends from our own and other 
churches came. Photographs from our 
archives were on display which were 
interesting and fun to see.  

Cranleigh branch was responsible for the 
Pilgrim of Prayer in June, when the families of 
departed members came to be there as 
names were presented for the Book of 
Remembrance. As usual our Rector Rev’d 
Roy Woodhams played the organ for the service.  

At our morning meeting in June we heard all about the progress of the 
park at Knowle Park, which is two years old and doing well with wildlife. 

Great joy at enrolling a 

new young member

CRANLEIGH



In July we held our Summer Lunch in the church rooms. Great 
fellowship.  

As is tradition MU run the Cake Stall at the annual Rectory Fete in July 
and that went well on a beautiful summer’s day. In August members 
were given a guided tour of Knowle Park, and we enjoyed refreshments 
from the cabins there, followed by individual picnics, some with a lovely 
view in tranquil surroundings.  

At September’s meeting members heard all about our church becoming 
an Eco Church. Plans are now being made for Cranleigh Deanery 
Service in our church, followed by refreshments on 8th October. Some 
members are travelling to Oxford to attend the Canterbury Provisional 
Gathering, in Oxford. A number of members continue to support the 
clergy when they visit the local care homes with monthly Holy 
Communion and our monthly corporate Communion is well supported. 
The branch is fortunate to have a monthly Prayer Group, with a Prayer 
Chain, appreciating the power of prayer.  

In Cranleigh we are approaching a time of change, as we prepare to 
say “Farewell” to Rev’d Roy Woodhams, a member of MU and our 
Rector of twelve years, on 19 October. Our prayers and thoughts will be 
with Roy and Kate in the next chapter of their lives. Barbara Pearson 

The August branch meeting in the Church 
Rooms on one of those many warm sunny 
days of summer, was an opportunity to learn 
more about AFIA, the ‘Away from it all’ scheme 
provided by MU that aims to enable much 
needed breaks for families experiencing 
stressful times.


Edwin Catt, joint vice president of Guildford 
Diocese MU who looks after AFIA matters, 
visited with his wife Kathy and graciously 
toured the tables talking about the scheme and 
how we can help spread the word so those in 
need of a holiday or day out can have that 

SEND - FINDING OUT ABOUT AFIA



enjoyment. 


Building up relationships with schools can prove beneficial, as an 
awareness of the scheme for those at the school charged with the 
welfare of pupils, can enable the links to be made to initiate a welcome 
outing or holiday.


For over 50 years Mothers’ Union have been providing ‘Away From It 
All’ breaks for families. The scheme offers beneficiaries the space to 
make positive memories, build relationships and strengthen their family 
bonds. Edwin had a selection of cards from grateful recipients of 
holidays who expressed the magnitude of the difference the holiday 
had made to their family and the wonderful memories they will hold 
onto.


The breaks are tailored to the applicants as much as possible. This 
might mean a coach trip, a caravan holiday, a visit to a holiday camp or 
guest house or a day out to somewhere appropriate to the family. We 
learnt that the family do not need to have connections with the church 
as long as the application is supported by someone such as a clergy 
member, social worker or headteacher.


There was a ‘bring and buy’ sale to accompany the coffee and cake 
which raised £190 for AFIA and £145 for “Summer of Hope”. Thank 
you, Vice President, for your worthwhile visit. Kate Pearmain


On Thursday 16th October twenty-
three of us spent a wonderful 
peaceful day led by Camilla White 
contemplating many different 
aspects of Autumn. The title of the 
day came from the poem ‘To 
Autumn’ by John Keats, which, at 
times, she quoted from. 


We were at All Saints Church, Woodham, which has a lovely area of 
trees and grass to walk around, and sit in, for our times of 
contemplation. It was a day to find a space where we could encounter 

QUIET DAY: MISTS  AND MELLOW FRUITFULNESS



God. Camilla had provided us with a wide range of 
readings and reflections, so we had a lot of material 
from which to pick and choose whatever suited our 
mood on the day. 


The first session was entitled ‘A rich harvest’, 
thinking of the bumper harvest this year of fruits and 
nuts and God’s generosity. We were encouraged to 
think about the meaning of Autumn, and what it 
meant to us personally. Do we relish it for its 
wonderful colours or dread the coming of the cold 
weather? Also the harvest of our lives, our skills and 
talents, and accepting that we do not have all the gifts (see Romans 
chapter 12 verses 4 to 8). 


After a lovely sandwich lunch provided for us, Camilla talked about the 
pattern of the seasons and how our lives pattern them. These seasons 
come at different times in our lives and are not always predictable. 


The new buds of Spring are created in nature in the Autumn, when 
nature does its Autumn Cleaning, suggesting that we should do that 
too, get rid of the clutter in our outer and inner lives that we no longer 
need (like the leaves). 


What are we clinging on to? Is it for security, and does it last? Clearing 
the clutter can help us see things more clearly, like the outline of the 
branches on a tree or the view beyond. 


Autumn is a time of celebration, a time to 
shed things, a time of preparation, a time 
to settle down and wait, to trust and 
hope. When we plant seeds and bulbs in 
the Autumn we sometimes have to clear 
the clutter first; then we have to be 
patient and wait for Spring to see the 
results. 


Two of the thoughts Camilla gave us were: 

- What you are is God’s gift to you, what you become is 
your gift to God.- Autumn shows us how beautiful it is to 
let things go. Rosemary Gooding 






The theme for Mothers' Union in 2026 is "Join Us, Join In!", 
which also marks the 150th anniversary. 


This theme is a call to action for both new and existing members 
to become more involved in the movement, grow its presence 
and continue its work of tackling poverty, injustice, and violence. 
This theme extends from 2025-2027. 


Key aspects of the 2026 theme 


• Growing the movement: It is a direct invitation for others 
to join and for current members to get more deeply 
involved in local and global work.


• Celebrating the 150th anniversary: 2026 is a milestone 
year for Mothers' Union, and the theme will be a central 
part of anniversary celebrations and events.


• Embracing the future: The theme also focuses on 
evolving the movement, using technology, and inspiring 
transformation to ensure its future for generations to come.


• Action-oriented: It emphasises faith lived through action, 
with the goal of bringing hope and change to communities 
worldwide by tackling issues like poverty, injustice, and 
violence.


• Global fellowship: It encourages a celebration of global 
diversity and unity as a worldwide family in Christ. 

2026



Booking has just opened for the special Evensong Service at St Paul's 
Cathedral on Wednesday 10 June 2026. 

You can find full details by using this link: 

 www.mothersunion.org/event/150-celebratory-service/


or you can go direct to Mothers' Union's 150th Celebratory Service 
Tickets, Wed, Jun 10, 2026 at 5:00 PM | Eventbrite


Please note that you must book your ticket as a member of Canterbury 
Province, using the box General Admission (unreserved seating) CAN.


MU is 150 years old in 2026 and to 
mark the occasion we will be 
mounting an exhibition at Guildford 
Cathedral in March 2026.


We would like to borrow any 
memorabilia you may have of your 
branch, eg photographs (with dates), old 
enrolment cards etc.


Please e-mail content along with information for the next Angel 
magazine to Lesley Templeman, the Diocesan Administrator via e-mail 
to: guildford.mothersunion@gmail.com  


Throughout this16 Days of Activism  campaign, we join with over 6,000 
organisations from over 185 countries to raise awareness of and call for 
an end to gender-based violence and abuse in all forms and in all 
societies.


EVENTS 

http://www.mothersunion.org/event/150-celebratory-service/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mothers-unions-150th-celebratory-service-tickets-1828242575759?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mothers-unions-150th-celebratory-service-tickets-1828242575759?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/mothers-unions-150th-celebratory-service-tickets-1828242575759?aff=oddtdtcreator
mailto:guildford.mothersunion@gmail.com


Gender-based violence is one of the most widespread violations of 
human rights. It can affect anyone at any time, and it takes many 
forms. It can be a part of a damaging cultural norm or hidden behind 
closed doors. We believe that we must bring this into the light.  


https://www.mothersunion.org/campaign/16-days-of-activism/


£40 FOR FULL MEMBERS; £34 FOR INDOOR MEMBERS 

The subscription consists of two parts – the central portion which goes 
to Mary Sumner House to fund the central work of Mothers’ Union and 
an element to cover the costs of the local charity here in Guildford.


Over the past few years trustees have tried to limit the increase in the 
subscription in order not to place too great a financial burden on 
members but unfortunately this has now resulted in the situation where 
our income is no longer covering our operating costs.


The central portion charged by Mary Sumner House has been 
increased by 50p and will be £25 for 2026. After much discussion the 
trustees have decided to set the Guildford subscription at £40 for 2026 
(£34 for Indoor Members). 


A further issue arises from the decision by Lloyds Bank to increase the 
charges they levy for our bank account. They will be charging 50p for 
every cheque that is paid into the account and so, reluctantly, we have 

to ask any member paying by cheque to pay £40.50 rather than £40 

(£34.50 for Indoor Members)


The trustees are aware that not everyone has access to online banking 
but there are two possible ways to avoid paying by cheque. Members 
can set up a standing order to make an annual payment direct from 
their bank account (forms are available from the office) or they could 
ask a friend or family member to make an online bank transfer on their 
behalf (quoting the member’s surname and postcode as a reference). 
FULL DETAILS ON HOW TO PAY ARE SET OUT IN THE LETTER.

HAVE A BLESSED CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR AHEAD!

SUBSCRIPTIONS 2026

https://www.mothersunion.org/campaign/16-days-of-activism/


GUILDFORD MU DIOCESAN CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2026

THIS IS A PROVISIONAL CALENDAR AND FURTHER DATES / EVENTS 

MAY BE ADDED, INCLUDING THE MEMBERS’ TEA PARTY.

DATE DAY TIME EVENT VENUE

6 January Tues 11am Pilgrimage of Prayer: Trustees Lady Chapel 

3 February Tues 11am Prayer time: Faith & Prayer 

Group

Lady Chapel

3 March Tues 11am Pilgrimage of Prayer: 

Leatherhead

Lady Chapel

March TBC TBC Lady Day Eucharist & 150th 

celebration

Guildford Cathedral 

7 April Tues 11am Pilgrimage of Prayer: Woking/

Surrey Heath 

St. Paul’s Camberley

5 May Tues 11am Pilgrimage of Prayer: Guildford/

Godalming

St, John’s Milford

20 May Weds 5.30 - 

8.pm

Members’ Meeting All Saints Woodham

2 June Tues 11am Pilgrimage of Prayer: Aldershot/

Farnham

Lady Chapel

10 June Weds 5pm 150th anniversary Evensong St Paul’s Cathedral

11 June Thurs 10.30am Annual Meeting Emmanuel Centre, 

Westminster

Quiet Day tbc tbc

7 July Tues 11am Pilgrimage of Prayer: Cranleigh Lady Chapel

16 July Thurs 10am – 

1pm

AGM and lunch All Saints Woodham

10 August Mon 11am - 

3pm

Summer Party Normandy Village 

Hall

1 September Tues 11am Pilgrimage of Prayer: Emly/

Runnymede

Lady Chapel

6 October Tues 11am Pilgrimage of Prayer: Dorking/

Epsom

Lady Chapel

16 October Fri Quiet Day tbc The Dell, Ashtead

3 November Tues 11am All Souls/Remembering Service Lady Chapel

19 November Thurs 10am – 

1pm

Members’ Meeting All Saints Woodham

1 December Tues 11am Eucharist Lady Chapel


